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As alumni and friends of the University of Pittsburgh’s Schools of the Health Sciences, we want to
provide you with an opportunity to learn about new research collaborations and advances, exciting new
ventures, and stories of our alumni achievements. Whether it’s learning about the next generation of
wearable devices or listening to a podcast by our faculty, we hope you will find this newsletter both
informative and thought-provoking. We plan to be in touch throughout the year with updates and hope
to see you at an upcoming event or program in the future. 

THE SCIENCE OF HEALTH 

Do your ears hang low? Forty-nine
genes are responsible!  

See what Pitt experts in the schools of Medicine,
Dental Medicine, and Pitt Public Health have to say
about their amazing genome-wide study on human
facial features. Read More >

Smarter Prosthetics 

Lee Fisher, assistant professor of physical medicine
and rehabilitation, and Doug Weber, associate
professor of bioengineering, recently won a $5.3M
National Institutes of Health (NIH) BRAIN award in
the Next Generation Human Invasive Devices
category from the NIH BRAIN initiative to advance
their work with amputees to improve movement and
reduce phantom limb pain. Read More >  

ALUMNI MAKING HEADLINES 

Pitt’s School of Medicine celebrates
alumnus Paul Caplan, MD (MED ’36),
their oldest living alumnus, with a Lifetime
Achievement Award.  
Read More > 

Ret. Army Lt. Gen. Patricia Horoho
(NURS ’92, ’12), trustee, joined the team
at Optum. See what she’ll be doing.   

Passing the Torch: Ascension Health EVP
Robert Henkel (GSPH ’83) retires and is
succeeded by alumna Patricia Maryland
(GSPH ‘82). Read More >  

How is Pitt leading the charge against the
opioid crisis? Led by alumna Jan Pringle
(A&S ’77, GSPH ’81, ’86),
OverdoseFreePA is a collaborative hitting
the opioid epidemic from all angles. Find
out more about who they are and what
they do. 

Alumna Michelle Rudek, PharmD, PhD
(PHARM ’95), associate professor of
Oncology at Johns Hopkins, was honored
with the 2017 Recipient of the Michaele
Christian Oncology Development Award
and Lectureship. Learn more about her. 

https://www.pittwire.pitt.edu/news/large-pitt-led-study
https://www.pittwire.pitt.edu/news/large-pitt-led-study
https://phys.org/wire-news/275060034/pitt-team-receives-grant-to-improve-prosthetics-through-sensory.html
http://maa.pitt.edu/crowdfunding-initiatives/paul-s-caplan-med36-lifetime-alumnus-achievement-award
https://www.optum.com/about/news/horoho-joins-optum.html
https://www.chausa.org/publications/catholic-health-world/article/february-1-2017/henkel-to-retire-as-head-of-ascension-healthcare-maryland-to-succeed-him
https://www.overdosefreepa.pitt.edu/who-we-are/
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/state/2017/07/27/Pa-overdoses-fentanyl-128-percent-increase-2016-DEA/stories/201707270161
https://dctd.cancer.gov/NewsEvents/early_drug_development_meeting.htm
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Can Pitt researchers read your mind?
Almost . . . 

Check out what Pitt’s Rehab Neural Engineering Lab
is doing to give touch to paralyzed muscles via this
link.

What would you do with $100 billion and
a growing opioid crisis?

Follow this link to see what Don S. Burke, MD, Dean
of Pitt Public Health and 2018 featured Winter
Academy speaker, told the NY Times about how he
would address the epidemic. 

Recreating Cancer in 3-D 

Pitt’s departments of mechanical engineering and
pharmacology and chemical biology (Medicine) team
up with the McGowan Institute for Regenerative
Medicine faculty to create a 3-D modeling system to
analyze how cancer grows in the body. Read More > 

WHAT’S NEW? 

Meet Kris Davitt! 

Kristin Davitt joined the
University of Pittsburgh in
November as the inaugural vice
chancellor for development and
alumni relations and president of
the Medical and Health Sciences
Foundation. Read More > 

New Dean for Dental Medicine 

Bernard J. Costello, DMD, MD, has been named
dean of the School of Dental Medicine, effective April
1, after serving as interim dean since February. Read

Share your news! Submit your news.

HEALTH SCIENCES 
ON THE ROAD  

Each year, we take faculty off campus and
into the neighborhoods where you live.
This fall, we visited Los Angeles with Dr.
Beth Skidmore and San Francisco with
Dr. Nathan Urban.

Winter Academy 2018 - Naples FL   
The 13th annual Winter Academy
welcomed more than 380 alumni and
friends to hear from seven fascinating Pitt
researchers who are currently making
headlines. View the speakers online. Want
to attend next year? Contact
skm45@pitt.edu to be added to the
invitation list. 

Upcoming events on the road and in
Pittsburgh:  

Alumni and Friends Reception – April
12, 2018 – Cleveland, OH 
Featuring Dr. Dan Buysse, UPMC
Professor of Sleep Medicine; Professor of
Psychiatry, School of Medicine; Professor
of Clinical and Translational Science 

Life Sciences Week – April 16-20, 2018
– Pittsburgh, PA
A week of activities throughout the city
bringing together a diverse mix of life
sciences researchers, entrepreneurs,
large corporations, and investors.

Pitt Brain Institute Showcase and
Reception – April 19, 2018 –  St. Clair,
PA 
Featuring speakers and interactive
displays showcasing the work of the Pitt’s
Brain Institute.

LISTEN UP  
AND WATCH IT 

(PODCAST) Unlocking the science of
OCD―hear more about Susanne Ahmari,
MD, PhD, and her team via this podcast.

(YouTube) Meet ELI the Emergency Law
Inventory designed to help disaster

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-02478-0
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/02/14/upshot/opioid-crisis-solutions.html
http://www.mirm.pitt.edu/cellular-therapy/a-3-d-approach-to-stop-cancer-in-its-tracks/
http://www.news.pitt.edu/news/pitt-partnership-upmc-hires-kristin-davitt-lead-development-key-role
http://www.dental.pitt.edu/pitt-names-new-dean-school-dental-medicine
https://pitt.wufoo.com/forms/pitt-health-sciences-update-form/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shrs.pitt.edu%2Fpeople%2Felizabeth-r-skidmore&data=01%7C01%7Calc243%40pitt.edu%7Ce19dc382a6f44e4c118c08d568d9424c%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1&sdata=C5Y0x3UORQCWpW%2BNzYRINsd2AQme8XrxXVN6X4Fpm%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprovost.pitt.edu%2Fcontent%2Fnathan-urban&data=01%7C01%7Calc243%40pitt.edu%7Ce19dc382a6f44e4c118c08d568d9424c%7C9ef9f489e0a04eeb87cc3a526112fd0d%7C1&sdata=LXrKME%2FQR0H3d7cZ5QuW%2Bb5zbeHXDcXCj1zPq3HAohA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.hsalumni.pitt.edu/event/WA2018
mailto:skm45@pitt.edu
http://www.hsalumni.pitt.edu/event/Cleveland2018
http://www.sleep.pitt.edu/daniel-j-buysse-md.html
https://www.lifesciencespittsburgh.com/life-sciences-week-2018/
http://www.braininstitute.pitt.edu/
https://soundcloud.com/pitt-med-magazine/inside-the-world-of-ocd
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more > 

School of Nursing is now on a third Pitt
campus!  

Pitt’s School of Nursing now has four-year BSN
programs on three Pitt campuses. Learn more about
the newly added Greensburg program. 

Pitt challenged researchers to develop
new wearable technology―see what
they came up with. 

Meet the 13 finalists, winners, and their amazing
projects from the 2017 Pitt Innovation Challenge
(PInCH). 

Pitt SHRS alumni in the Snapshots 

Professional sports teams consist of more than just
the players. Meet just a few of the alumni of the
School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences (SHRS)
working in the NFL and spend a minute with alumnus
Rick Joreitz (SHRS ’05) who worked with the 2017
Stanley Cup winning Penguins.  

LifeX

Pitt’s newest venture will work
with health focused start-up
companies to move health
solutions into the public. Learn
More >

volunteers navigate laws state-by-state via
this video. 

Want to financially support great
research and projects like these?  
Visit http://www.giveto.pitt.edu/ or
contact Alex Neal at aln83@pitt.edu. 

What else would you like to see? E-mail
Sarah McMullen, director, Alumni
Relations Health Sciences at
skm45@pitt.edu. 

Disclaimer 
You are receiving this e-mail because you
are an alumni of the health sciences
and/or have attended a health sciences
alumni relations sponsored event. 

STAY CONNECTED 
TO YOUR SCHOOL

Dental Medicine 

Health and Rehabilitation Sciences

Medicine

Nursing 

Pharmacy

Public Health

http://www.dental.pitt.edu/pitt-names-new-dean-school-dental-medicine
http://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/12053602-74/pittgreensburg-to-offer-4-year-nursing-degree
http://www.upmc.com/media/NewsReleases/2017/Pages/pitt-innovation-challenge.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5YK6zdgFEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIn9G4NWHw8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.lifesciencespittsburgh.com/lsp-community/2017/12/12/dietrich-stephan-ceo-and-founder-of-lifex
https://legalinventory.pitt.edu/intro-video
http://www.giveto.pitt.edu/
mailto:aln83@pitt.edu
mailto:skm45@pitt.edu
http://www.dental.pitt.edu/
http://www.shrs.pitt.edu/
http://www.medschool.pitt.edu/
http://www.nursing.pitt.edu/
http://www.pharmacy.pitt.edu/
http://www.publichealth.pitt.edu/

